
Monster Phonics
DfE Validated Phonics Scheme

Parent Workshop
Phonics & Early Reading in Year 1 

(Age 5/6)



A love of reading is the biggest 
indicator of future academic 

success.

OCED (Organisation for Economic Co-operation & Development)



How many times have you read today?



Our school has chosen 
Monster Phonics as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Monster Phonics



What is Phonics?



Phonics is the way
we teach children 
to read and write.

Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 have a 
daily phonics lesson.



Terminology



phoneme

The smallest unit of sound 
in a word



The letter or number of 
letters that represent a 
sound

grapheme



Two letters that represent 
one sound
e.g. ch in chip ai in train

digraph



Three letters that represent 
one sound
e.g. igh in light

trigraph



A digraph that is split by a 
consonant
e.g. stone race 

Split digraph



Two or more consonants that 
appear next to one another 
within a word , and they each 
represent a different sound 
e.g. stop, train

adjacent 
consonant



Blending is a merging the 
phonemes (sounds) you 
hear together to make a 
word. Blending is READING.

blending



Segmenting is splitting a word up into 
the phonemes that make it. Then 
writing the word by representing each 
phoneme with a grapheme. 
Segmenting is SPELLING.

segmenting



The Monster Phonics 
System



The ten monsters



Colour coding



High Frequency Words

• Words that occur most frequently 
in print

• Grouped and colour coded

• Builds confidence and 
independence



Common Exception Words



What we teach...



In Term 1 we are ...

• Reviewing the digraphs taught in Reception.

• Teaching new graphemes for the sounds we already 
know e.g. ay, a-e plus more high frequency and 
common exception words.

• Teaching suffixes e.g. -ing, -ed.

The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging and have 
been designed to gradually build skills and knowledge.



Then we teach...

• Term 2 introduces more new 
graphemes for the same sound plus 
graphemes with alternative 
pronunciations e.g. ‘ie’ as in ‘pie’ and 
‘chief’. 

• Term 2/3 revision of all year 1 
graphemes.

Skills focus on blending and segmenting and developing confidence 
independence and fluency.





How we teach...



Reading words

Children will be able to:

• Blend independently

• Whisper blend with increasing 
fluency and independence.

• Read simple sentences with 
increased fluency.





Spelling/writing

• Practise spelling words with taught 
graphemes.

• Practise writing through dictated 
sentences.

• Letter formation is referred to,  but 
children will have additional 
handwriting lessons.



Segmenting to Spell

Count the phonemes 
on your fingers

Say the word Read the word to 
check it is right

Represent each 
phoneme with a 

grapheme

p
1

l
2

ay
3

play



How you can support at 
home...



Supporting learning at 
home...

• Read MPRB regularly 

• Support with reading and spelling of 
CEW/HFW

• Weekly homework

• Reading alien words 



How we practise reading 
using books...



Decodable Books



Reading books in school...

• Reading books are closely matched to 
your child’s secure phonics 
knowledge.

• Timetabled reading sessions 3 times 
a week.

• Taught in small groups with trained 
members of staff.

• The book is then sent home.



Matching the books...

• They know all the sounds, high 
frequency words and common 
exception words.

• Encouraging ‘whisper’ blending 
develops automatic reading.

• Reading the book with 90% fluency 
and accuracy.



What will be sent home...



Reading the ‘decodable’ book

• Your child will need little help

• Support if needed

• Talk about the book

• Praise their success



Reading the ‘sharing’ book

• YOU read the sharing book.

• Talk about the pictures, the 
characters, the setting.

• Make up voices together for the 
characters.

• Explore the vocabulary.



Reading helps children to:

• understand words and 
sentences

• Extend vocabulary

• Develop listening skills

• Develop comprehension 
skills

Reading is the key to success...



Monster Phonics
DfE Validated Phonics Scheme

Parent Workshop



The 
Phonics Screening 

Check



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• Check of your child’s phonics 
knowledge and decoding skills.

• Consists of 40 words to read (20 real 
words and 20 ‘alien’ words).

• Designed to be non-stressful.

• Administered in June.

• Will be retaken at the end of Year 2 if 
required score is not met in Year 1.



What are ‘alien’(pseudo) words?

• Nonsense words that mimic the 
structure and phonetic rules of real 
words. However they do not have 
meaning.

• Used to check decoding alone as they 
cannot be read using memory or 
known vocabulary.

• Children will be familiar with alien 
words from their phonics lessons.



What happens?
• One to one check with a known 

member of staff.

• Read the 40 words out loud.

• The check will take approximately 
10mins but can go at the pace of the 
individual child.

• The test contains 20 real words and 
20 pseudo words.



Reporting to Parents

• By the end of the summer term all schools must report each 
child's results to their parents, this will be done through your 
child’s annual report. 

• We will also confirm if your child has met the standard 
threshold. 

• Children who do not achieve the expected level will retake the 
test when they are in Year 2.

• Results from the check will be used by schools to analyse their 
own performance and for Ofsted to use in inspections.



How to help at home

•Play lots of sound and listening games with your child. 
(Phonics play)
•Read as much as possible to and with your child.
•Encourage and praise 
•If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by   
encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to 
right.
•Blend the sounds by pointing to each one – children could add 
sound buttons or spot the diagraph
•Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what 
they have read.



Supporting learning at 
home...

• Read MPRB regularly 

• Support with reading and spelling of 
CEW/HFW

• Weekly homework

• Reading alien words 




